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Welcome to the June 2015 issue of
Minster Matters
The Editors accept all advertisements,
articles and notices in good faith and
actively encourage the support of the
local traders and services. However, we
cannot be held responsible for the
quality of goods or services offered.
Please mention the magazine when
replying to advertisers.
The magazine and CD are published
eleven times a year, at the beginning of
each month, from February to December,
inclusive.

Views expressed herein are strictly
those of their author and do not
necessarily agree with those of the
Editor and/or the editorial team.
MM Subscriptions
Copies of the Magazine or CD are now
available on subscription to all non
residents, worldwide.
Payments are in advance
To a UK postal address :Single Issue £2.00
Annually (11 issues) £20.00

Costs to an overseas address are
available on request, and we will be
pleased to quote for this service.
Minster Parish Council
Next meeting will be held on:
Tuesday 2 June @ 7pm in the
Neighbourhood Centre
Members of the public are welcome to
attend and can arrange to speak to the
Council through the Clerk or by
requesting the Chairman before the start
of the meeting. Copies of the Agenda are
available from the Clerk and are posted
in the Library. Clerk to the Council is
Mrs Kyla Lamb and the Council Office

is normally open from:9.30am - 12 noon weekdays;
tel: 821 339 fax: 825 869
Email:
clerk@minsterparishcouncil.org.uk
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EDITORIAL
My space to write gets ever smaller, so
it’s lucky that I don’t have a lot to say
this month, except perhaps to apologise
for my lack of attention when entering
the scarecrow dates, how did I manage
to get it all so wrong? As my school

reports ALWAYS said: Raymond
must do better!!
Heard this week that one of our team is
moving permanently to the USA, to be
back
closer to her family. Her husband has
just been offered a job over there so they
are off at the end of July. I’ve told her
that’s really no excuse to give up on MM
as she’s only an email away. I left her
with that thought!
That’s it folks!
SCARECROW CHALLENGE

Due to our 3 conflicting dates (Yes 3 and
only me to blame!!) in last month’s issue
we have decided to extend the closing
date until Friday 29 May to give any
who were unsure a final chance to enter.
So forms must be back to us by NOON
on 29 MAY
BEN’S REFIT
Ben has asked us to thank all his
customers and staff for their patience
and
understanding whilst the recent refit of
his store took place.
Editor’s note: I think the layout is less

claustrophobic than previously, it seems
much lighter and brighter and not so
cramped. I’m sure items will get easier
to locate the more I use the store, let’s
just hope Ben doesn’t move it all again,
too soon!!
MINSTER BOWLS CLUB
We have one or two vacancies for teams
on our Open Day. Don't miss out by not
having a team here on a very enjoyable
day, and of course getting one over your
friends. This is your chance to earn
money for your personal Charity. Please
ring 821 196 to register your team or to
check if a vacancy still exists.
Our Race night was a great success

thank you to all the Villagers who
supported the evening. It was you who
made it a success, we thank you for
helping us raise club funds. I know a lot
of people enjoyed spending thousands of
pounds (£'s), that they had won, on the
auction at the end of the racing. A big
thank you to young Colin Holden for
being the Master of Ceremonies, with
his jokes, and getting everybody in the
mood.
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Police Surgery in Minster
Friday 19 June - Pavilion, Recreation
Ground 7.30-9pm

MINSTER DAY NURSERY & OUT
OF SCHOOL CLUB
All the Staff at the nursery would like to
say a huge thank-you to the Royal British
Legion for hosting a quiz night on
Saturday 25 April and for all the support
we received from local businesses in
providing raffle prizes.
As a stand-alone charity run nursery we
depend so much on donations to meet the
costs involved with the business and the
quiz night was organized to help us raise
funds
towards the cost of much needed
replacement windows. Our quiz master
for the evening was Ian ,whose questions

were at times a little testing on the brain
cells, and the adjudicator was Christine
who had so many answer papers to mark
and they both did a brilliant job.
A beautiful buffet was prepared by Julie
Beaney and Sue Barber, these two
lovely ladies were also our raffle ticket
queens organizing the raffle and an
auction, which was a nail biting affair
between two contenders!
An amazing £1050 was raised
throughout this very successful fun
evening and we would like to say thank
you to everyone who supported us, it has
given us the start we needed to begin
improving the nursery environment for

all our children.
Lyn, Sheila and all the Staff at Minster
Day Nursery
Registered Charity No: 1110919
MINSTER SHOW
We are pleased to announce our ‘Show
Opener’ for 2015 will be BRIAN
CROUCHER
Schedules are now on sale at various
outlets in the village and at just 40p
they’re a bargain - so GET YOURS and
GET PLANNING!!
Need to book a stall? Ring Karen on

07813 648 214
Did you get your child a ‘Grow for the
Show’ Kit? If not there are a very
limited number still available at
Attwells, but you’ll need to be quick!!
We’re looking for ‘Security Staff’ to
keep an eye on the marquee out of hours
- interested? Then please see Karen in
Attwells.
Next Committee Meeting: Friday 12
June 7.30pm @ The Bell Inn
(New members always welcome)
Finally DON’T FORGET to tell your
friends to put

Saturday 18 July in their diaries - see
you there!!!!!!
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Letter from a concerned resident
In the last few months the interior of the
library has been nicely refurbished.
However ---------------------- instead of
the usual inviting warmth of the library
being shared by passers-by through the
windows, the new sterile frosty glass
look excludes interest and promotes
nothing ----------------- because of this
the library has achieved total
detachment. The unwelcoming aspect is
completely out of character in the village

------- a friendly bustling place.
So ------ in view of the concern
expressed by many people, could a
solution be offered in the next issue of
Minster Matters?
A Bookworm ---- (name and address
supplied)
Note from Editor: I have also disliked
the new window decoration since it was
installed and I have made my feelings
known to the library staff, who say it is
designed to give privacy to the librarian
and those in the I.T. area, which it
certainly does, but to the detriment of the

inviting look it had previously. I have
also received many comments from
villagers about them and the following is
a sample of those:
“My grandchildren, when they visited,
used to walk past the library and want to
go in when they saw the books and toys but now they can’t see anything they pass
by
without a second glance” plus
“I think it looks more like a pub or a sex
shop now, rather than a library” and
“As a visitor to the village you would
have to be walking on the opposite side
of the road to be able to read the sign to

actually realise that it is a library”.
So MM asks --- is this the way KCC
Libraries wish members of the public to
view their establishment? Maybe a
rethink of the window detailing should
be undertaken as it has totally altered the
character of the building and it isn’t even
obvious now when the library is actually
open, especially as the interior lighting
isn’t visible from outside.
My personal belief is that spending the
amount money this must have cost on
refurbishing the very tatty exterior sign
would have been a much more sensible
idea.

We therefore ask readers, in response to
‘Bookworm’s” letter and the comments
received by the Editor, what do you
think of the ‘new look’.
We also take this opportunity to ask
KCC Libraries if they would care to
offer an official reply which we will
willingly publish.
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Letter of Thanks
Miriam, Keith, Linda, Yvonne and
Lorraine would like to thank all friends
and family for the support given on the
death of their mother, Mrs. Betty Marner.

Thanks to Minster Surgery for their
excellent care for mum in recent years,
also to Jonathan Cole and his team for
all the arrangements.
Many thanks to you all.
Miriam Smith
MARCHING ORDERS
Dear Friends,
As we sit here in preparing to write for
the June issue of Minster Matters, most
of you will be aware we will soon be
leaving this lovely village for pastures
new. The Salvation Army has issued
‘Marching Orders’ and appointed us to

Gravesend Corps and Community, our
final Sunday here will be 28 June when
we will hope people from this
community will come and join us at
3pm. We can honestly say we have
enjoyed becoming part of the
village community over the last four
years.
The Salvation Army has been active in
the village for 129 years and it has been
a joy and privilege to join in activities
with the school, with the Christians
Together in Minster and other
Community events. We will take away
many memories that will last for many
years and have made many friendships

that will also remain with us in the years
that lie ahead.
We would particularly like to thank the
Parish Council for all their support,
Minster School for the joy of the Lunch
Clubs and Christmas participation, Rev.
Richard Braddy and St Mary’s Church
along with the Sisters of St Mildred’s
Abbey for the joy of sharing in Christian
unity, throughout the years we have been
here and of course we thank all those
who are involved in any of the Salvation
Army activities at the Corps and the
Community Shop.
Our successor, Major Trevor Green,
will take up his appointment on 16 July

and we
commend him to you. No doubt he will
introduce himself to you as he settles
here in Minster. We are sure that he will
feel as at home as you have all made us
feel.
May God bless you, and this village.
Majors Bryn & Lyn Hargreaves
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PATIENT LIAISON GROUP
SPRING FAYRE - A BIG THANK YOU
Our Annual Spring Fayre was held on

Saturday 16 May and we would like to
thank all
those who took part and supported us so
generously.
MISSED APPOINTMENTS - WHY
STILL SO MANY??
We just cannot understand some people!!
This merely worsens the problems
experienced by some of our patients and
is so selfish and unnecessary.
Last month 58 patients DID NOT attend
their doctor’s appointment and 53
patients DID
NOT attend their nurse’s appointment!

So that’s 111 patients STILL WASTING
VALUABLE APPOINTMENTS and
TIME! PLEASE STOP BEING BE A
TIME WASTER THINK ABOUT OTHER PEOPLE DON’T NEED IT - CANCEL
IT……….KEEP
FORGETTING - REGISTER! One day
IT MIGHT BE YOU who urgently needs
an
appointment only to be told - “SORRY
THEY’VE ALL GONE”!
A MESSAGE TO OUR ST NICHOLAS
PATIENTS

Can we remind our patients in the St
Nicholas Area that the clinic held in the
Village Hall is open at the following
times:
General Clinic - Open every Tuesday
and Friday between 12.00 and 1.30pm.
GPs
attendance times at these clinics are
between 12.20 and 1.00pm only.
Please allow a level of flexibility within
these times due to unexpected situations
that may occasionally arise. Thank you
for your help and co-operation.
OUR NEW PROJECT

We would like to thank those people
who have already donated to our new
project, the total for which has already
reached £100. You can always keep up
to date with our
progress by checking our notice board in
the surgery, and of course all proceeds
from the Spring Fayre will be included.
SURGERY CLOSURE DAYS
Please note that the surgery will be
closed on the following days:
Staff Training - from Midday onwards:
Wednesday 24 June; Thursday 23 July;
Wednesday 30 September ;

Bank Holiday - Monday 31st August All day.
Please ensure that you have sufficient
medication to last you during these
times. Should you need to see a Doctor
when the surgery is closed, please call
the NHS 111 Service via the normal
surgery number 821 333 where you will
be transferred automatically, or you can
call direct on 111, to receive non urgent
confidential health advice and
information for you and your family.
For urgent/life threatening cases please
dial 999 as normal.
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MINDLESS VANDALISM
On behalf of several voluntary
organisations supporting the community,
we would like to address the mindless
vandals who seem to take great delight
in carrying out wanton
damage to other people’s property.
Over a long period of time our
organisations have placed advertising
boards along Tothill Street in the vicinity
of “The Smugglers” which continually
get damaged, taken or
destroyed, obviously by people who
frequent the “Minster Services” area.

Surely, you must realise that this area is
closely monitored by CCTV, both in
Tothill Street and by all the businesses in
the area, so those responsible could be
quite easily identified.
Both the Police and Parish Council have
been advised, so we are offering one
last plea “GROW UP’! Apologise! Act like
sensible human beings and stop this
childish behaviour!
We are all volunteers trying to help you
and your community so learn to respect
what others are attempting to achieve.
One has to ask, what would your

parents, families, and partners think if
you received a knock on the door one
day……? So act now while you have the
chance.
Written on behalf of:
Minster Art and Craft Group; Abbey
Patchers and the Patient Liaison Group
PATIENT GROUP MEETING
If you have any issues you would like to
raise at our meeting in June, or require
further information on any of the above,
then please contact either Ken Self on
821 200 or
Jeanne Lawrence on 821 049 or email:

kenself@me.com
Parkminster, Minster Abbey
The Parkminster property, owned by the
Trustees of Minster Abbey is part of the
hospitality facilities offered by the
Abbey. Parkminster provides a nonresidential place of welcome for
individuals and day groups. The barn
which includes a recently renovated
conference room and cafeteria area is
used by a many day groups. The
beautiful gardens provide a peaceful
setting for our many visitors.
The Sisters have asked the “Looking
Ahead” project to take on the care and

maintenance of the gardens and grounds
of Parkminster. “Looking Ahead” is a
local organisation
providing support and realistic work
training placements for adults with
learning needs.
The organisation which was founded
nearly ten years ago has proved to be
successful and has other projects
situated in Canterbury, Thanet and St.
Margaret’s. The training programme is
designed to develop individual skills
and provide basic knowledge and
work experience to enable students to
move towards more independent living
and gain the necessary skills for work.

The training is delivered in a fun filled
interactive manner.
“Looking Ahead” will be working at
Parkminster four days each week. On
Fridays
between 10:30 a.m. and 3 p.m. they will
open the tea rooms, to serve their
homemade cakes and a cup of tea. They
will soon have available for sale, some
of their woodwork products, produce
and pottery. We are grateful to Brian and
Linda and their team for their dedicated
care of the gardens and grounds of
Parkminster. Everyone from Minster is
welcome to pop in on a Friday to meet
the group and have a cup of tea!
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NEWS FROM THE BELFRY OF ST
MARY’S
Last month we mentioned some of the
occasions that the bells are rung for, and
missed two special occasions, which
occurred during this past month.
The first was the 70th anniversary of VE
Day when the bells were rung to
celebrate the event, and another was
Rogation Sunday on 10 May, the fifth
Sunday after Easter, when three days of
prayer lead up to Ascension Day. On the
Sunday the local churches walked the
Parish boundaries, from church to
church, and at each tower the bells were

rung to welcome them in.
The ringing of our church bells is a part
of our heritage. If you would like to
know more about them call in on
Practice Night, Wednesday, at 7.30pm
and you will be very
welcome, while the handbell ringers
practise at our Church on Wednesday
nights at 6pm and Saturday mornings at
10am and also welcome newcomers
who want to give this
team-based music a try.
MINSTER PLAYHOUSE - PROMPT
CORNER

This year, our autumn play will be a new
comedy by David Tristram, who wrote
Sex and Drugs and Rick and Noel and
Searching for Dr. Branovitch, both very
funny, and recently performed by the
Playhouse. It is called A Bolt from the
Blue and is funny and quirky and tells
the story of a man whose life is turned
around by being struck by
lightning, at which event, the audience is
present!
Auditions for this play which has many
short parts for anyone looking for an
easy entry into the acting world of
amateur drama will be held at The Bell
Inn, Minster on Monday 1

June at 7.30pm. Contact the Playhouse
for Audition pieces, through Niki Kelly
on 07852
271 614.
Am Dram Societies have a reputation for
being cliquey and difficult for new
people to be accepted, but Minster
Playhouse is not like that – we welcome
keen new people whether to act or on the
technical side, so why not come along?
A date for your diary
On Saturday 4 July we shall again be
holding our popular Summer Fair for
Charity in the gardens of the Bell Inn.

We are looking for entertainers, bands,
stallholders, and anyone else with
something to offer the event, which this
year is being run to support Polycystic
Kidney Disease
Research. If you are interested, contact
us through the website –we look forward
to hearing from you.
www.minsterplayhouse.co.uk
Don’t forget to mark the date in your
diary. Last year’s was great fun – come
along and join in!
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MINSTER- IN-THANET WI

Our meeting followed the usual format
of singing Jerusalem, business and
notices. Then we moved onto the
resolution. Each year, nationally,
members vote for a resolution
which, following local federation
meetings, we then discuss as individual
WIs. The 2015
resolution was ‘Failing to careassessment of need in long term care.
This meeting calls on HM government to
remove the distinction between nursing
care and personal care in the assessment
of needs for individuals, in order to
advance health and wellbeing.’
Following discussion and a question and

answer session we voted for our
representative to use her discretion to
vote at the AGM at the Royal Albert
Hall in June.
Our various plans over the summer
include visiting the Ramsgate wartime
tunnels, a
strawberry tea, bat and trap on the rec,
joining in at the Flower Show and of
course entering the scarecrow
competition over the Open gardens
weekend!
MINSTER ARMBOUTS CAPPEL
TWINNING ASSOCIATION
Not a lot to report this month. Our

Anniversary trip to Armbouts Cappel is
organised and an interesting day has
been planned for us by our French
friends. Those who have
booked can pay the balance of the coach
trip to Barbara Quittenden, 07874 214
279 at their earliest convenience.
Please note that contrary to previous
details, our next quiz will be on 19
September and not on 26 September. It
happens to be my wedding anniversary,
so I’m expecting you to let my team win
as hubby has very carefully avoided
treating me to a lavish meal!!!
We have booked some pitches at the
Flower Show and if you come to find us,

we can
share our news of a unique and exciting
event to be held on 6 September in the
village.
A clue to this event and full details will
be available on that day, so come and
find us, but please book that date in your
diaries. You won’t be disappointed.
Thank you
STOP PRESS - SHOCK ELECTION
RESULT !!
We've had a fantastic response at the
polling station this month, with a great
many villagers exercising their right to
vote. Of course we aren't talking about

the general election, but the far more
interesting cake election at Jemima's
Locket! Votes were cast in-store during
election week to decide which of the
homemade offerings was to be the
village favourite. Classic Coffee and
Walnut came out on top with an almost
unprecedented 30% majority - a very
satisfying result!
The winning cake will be available at
the special price of £1.50 per slice for
the rest of May
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PRESS RELEASE -Issued by
Shepherd Neame -April 2015

PUB FUN DAY
RAISES £4,000 FOR CHILDREN’S
CHARITY
A day of wacky fundraising activities at
a village pub in Kent raised £4,000 for a
children’s charity.
Shepherd Neame pub The Saddler in
Minster hosted the event, organised by
village
resident Etta Bonugli as her 16-year-old
daughter Isi has Rett Syndrome - a rare
neurodevelopmental disorder usually
diagnosed in girls around their first

birthday, which is currently incurable.
Etta volunteered to have her shoulderlength hair shaved off at the fun day, and
her 18-year-old son Somerset and pub
licensee Steve Bamford endured a
sponsored leg wax,
along with five other male friends who
drink regularly at the pub.
A host of other fundraising activities
also took place during the day, including
karaoke, face painting and glitter tattoos,
a raffle and tombola. More than 150
people attended the event, raising
£4,000 for children’s charity Reverse
Rett, which works to fund

research into treatments for Rett
Syndrome.
Mum-of-two Etta, 44, said: “Our family
has held dozens of fundraising activities
over the years since Isi was diagnosed,
and I came up with the idea of having my
head shaved as I thought it would be
entertaining and get people donating!
I’ve never had really short hair before,
so it has been a bit of a shock, but it was
definitely worth it.”
The fun day was a real community event,
with village hairdresser Michael Abbott
volunteering to shave Etta’s head, and
more than 100 raffle and tombola prizes
donated by local businesses. Etta’s

school friends Ruth Relfe and Penny
Osborn also helped
organise the fundraiser.
Father-of-two Steve, who runs the pub
with wife Nikki, said: “When Henrietta
approached me with the idea of holding
a fundraiser at the pub, we were
delighted to get involved. Our 17-yearold daughter Megan works at Ramsgate
beauty salon Pamper
and Polish, so she and her boss
volunteered to do the leg waxing –
which was very
painful, but well worth it!”

Etta added: “The generosity and support
we have received from everyone in the
village has been truly amazing, and we
really cannot thank everyone enough.
The more money
we can raise, the more quickly we will
be able to help advance the science that
will bring a cure to thousands
worldwide.”
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ATTWELLS NEWSAGENTS (A Brief
History)
Clive and his parents moved to Attwells
in 1952. After losing both parents within
a year, Clive decided to keep the

business going and he is still ‘up with
the lark’ 364 days a year sorting the
papers.
In the 1960s the newspapers used to
come down from London on the train to
Birchington then over the years to
Westgate, Margate and Ramsgate. We
had to collect the papers from the
station, count them and then put 14
rounds together ready for
delivery around Minster, Acol, Monkton
and Sevenscore. Now we pay £50 per
week to
have them and the magazines delivered
by road from Ashford. We no longer

deliver
papers as they are available almost
anywhere rather than just newsagents
and because of this sales have dropped
drastically, also the regulations on
employing youngsters
regarding health & Safety became too
restrictive.
At the age of 6, Karen, accompanied her
mother, Doreen Giles, to work at
Attwells. In her 45 years Doreen turned
her hand to every job that needed doing,
including delivering papers, working in
the shop, ordering stock, office work and
wages clerk. Karen worked weekends
and school holidays and in 1976 started

full time. Karen has been involved with
various groups over the years including
Minster Museum, Flower Show,
Christmas Trees, Rescue Animals and
more recently the Minster Business
Association. She is lucky enough to have
the backing of Attwells staff to help her
succeed. Jenny worked in the shop at
weekends and school holidays then
started full time in 1981 after leaving
college.
Over the years business has changed and
trade has diminished. Less people read
papers and magazines, less people
smoke and many that do buy cheap from
abroad. Big stores now stock everything

and people buy there for convenience.
Unfortunately after 50
years our toy section has been reduced
due to a lack of interest, however our
sales of pens and stationery has
increased. We also stock various small
gifts and novelties.
We have recently had a refit in our
Greetings Card section and now have a
large display of cards for all occasions
at very competitive prices. We deal with
numerous card
companies and our selection will
increase the more we are supported by
your custom.

We are here to help and we also provide
a home visit service for the housebound.
Times are getting harder for small
businesses and like others in the village
- ‘you will lose us if you don’t use us’.
We are all trying our hardest to
accommodate our customers so why not
pop in, say hello, and have a browse of
what we have to offer. You never know
what you may find at Attwells!!
Please ‘like’ our Facebook page and
keep in touch.
Clive, Karen and Jenny
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Minster & Monkton Wednesday
Afternoon Club
Royal British Legion
EVERY WEDNESDAY
2.00pm - 4.00pm
Come and join us for a game of Bingo
ALL MEMBERS & bona-fide guests
welcome
Phone Pat on 822 622
MINSTER BUSINESS
ASSOCIATION

AGM Thursday 28 May - 7.30pm
Neighbourhood Centre
All local business owners welcome to
attend
Minster & Monkton Royal British
Legion Women’s Section
NEXT MEETING
Monday 8 June - 7.30pm
Demonstration on Buttonholes, Corsages
and ideas for Party Arrangements
Bingo , Speaker or Quiz

Raffle prizes needed for all meetings
For further information please contact
Miriam Smith on 822 589
Minster WI
Next Meeting
Tuesday 9 June 7.30pm Village Hall
Speaker Dee Neligan on ‘Oasis Refuge’
Wednesday 24 June
Games Night Village Hall Committee
Room All Welcome
Charity Fund Raising Event

in aid of Cancer Research UK
Sunday 14 June 10am - 4pm
Adjacent to 33 Beech Grove Cliffsend
For further information ring 01843 594
094
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Summer Concert
Music for a Summer Evening
Monday 15 June, 7.30pm - The
Guildhall, Sandwich
A very popular event which we have

presented for several years.
We sing a programme of music from the
lighter side of the choral repertoire and
this is followed by a cold buffet supper.
Book a table with your friends and bring
a bottle or two of your favourite liquid
refreshment.
Tickets: £10.00 (to include supper)
Tickets are available from the following
sources:
Members of the Choir and The Sweet
Shop, High Street, Sandwich
HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY

NEXT MEETING
Wednesday 17 June 7.30pm Village Hall
Summer Mini Show
‘Bees and Honey’ a talk by Roger
Thompson
Points Competition is ‘A Photograph of
an Insect’
ALL WELCOME
TWINNING ASSOCIATION
Sunday 28 June ‘Twinning Association
Anniversary’

To be held in Armbouts Cappel
For further details please ring Barbara
07874 214 279
PSYCHIC FAYRE
Sunday 5 July Village Hall 10.00am 4.00pm
Lots of Stalls - Mediums giving Tarot,
Spirit, Angel Cards and Psychometry
readings Tombola for Cats in Crisis
Tea bar open all day at reasonable
prices
£1 entrance, children free

Come early & book your readings
All profits to be sent to Animal
sanctuaries
Enquiries to Kay on 01843 297 665
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SCHOOL PAGE
French Holiday Home
In the Easter holidays my family and I
went to France. Because we have now
bought a holiday home there we can stay
more often. The journey was really long,
but my mum
packed lots of food for the journey.
Slowly we drove onto the ferry it was
really dark, fewer lights were on.
People were getting out of their cars and

entering the ship. As we got on board I
was giggling with excitement, I ran to the
deck the breeze making my hair go mad.
I stood on the edge hoping not to fall of!
I went higher until I reached the top. It
was a beautiful sight, as the ship started
moving it was fun I had to hold on to the
metal bars for safety. I went back inside
to the smell of food being cooked. I sat
next to the window watching us set off,
waving to the people who were waiting
for their ferry. The trip was an hour and
a half, but for entertainment there was a
really fun play area. We watched
cartoons, then played with their toys it
was fun. Soon we would be there. I
couldn’t wait. We were finally in
France, we went right down to the

bottom of the ship where the cars were
parked. Now it was a six hour journey
there! We played with our electronics
until they ran low on batteries. Then we
read our books until we got bored, mum
had prepared for us scrumptious treats
and yummy nibbles. It was so dark that
at first we could not see very well and
dad accidently passed the place, so we
had to turn around. Approaching the
place was really nice, to get in we had
to type in a secret code.
Eventually we found our holiday home.
There was probably about three hundred
more
holiday homes on the site. We unloaded

and packed our things into place, it was
about twelve o’clock at night! I helped
unpack and sort things out in our
bedrooms, there was a heater, hoover,
ironing board and a stereo (when we
left, we took most of them home).
Soon enough we went to bed, most of the
things were unpacked by now. In the
morning we had mouth-watering hot
chocolate croissants. We were very busy
because mum and
dad were doing a spring clean. I felt
disappointed, because most things they
found were thrown away.
By Isabella Brown

Little Princess Trust
I am Tomasin and I’m 9 years old. When
I was 8, I had hair that came down to my
back side, then (after a lot of convincing
from my Mummy) I gave 11 inches of my
hair to the Little Princess Trust, which
helps girls, no matter how small, with
cancer have wigs to hide their
embarrassment. A few weeks later, my
Mummy sent the 11 inches of my hair to
the Little Princess Trust, and I got a
lovely certificate for being brave and for
being kind, also so they could say a great
big ‘Thank you!’ to me for donating my
hair to the people of the Little Princess
Trust.
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Politics at War!
Whilst adults chose from Conservatives,
Labour, Liberal Democrat, Green Party,
UKIP or SNP at Minster Primary School
we looked at the debate a little
differently. We replaced the political
parties with four subjects and had our
very own ‘heated discussion’. The
leaders of each subject made a speech
and everybody had a different opinion!
When it was time for the debate the
crowd roared with excitement. Mrs.
Ramsden made a mind changing speech.
Mr. Marston stated “maths runs through
your veins like a

guardian angel”. Mrs. Tamsitt added
“science saves lives” and typically Mr
Gordon just had to say “There would be
no FIFA 2012, 13, 14 or 15 without
sport”...
By Harriet Taylor
Year Four Swimming
In year four you get to go swimming with
the teachers and your class you get an
hour slot but that includes getting
changed and putting your clothes back on
after. The first lesson you get put into
groups low, medium, and high and your
second lesson is where you
actually get to learn to swim. Every year

you normally go to different pools like
last year pupils went to Ramsgate
swimming pool but this year we are
going to Whitstable. There are only two
changing rooms one for the girls and one
for the boys, because there are two
classes, Indigo and Copper we take turns
going first but if you do go first you have
to be at school on time because you
leave at 9:00am.
Madeleine Taylor
Bats
Bats are the scariest nocturnal animals in
history and the world. Bats are blind but
they can hear at certain times in the dark,
their weakness is the sun, the sun hurts

them all the time. Bats have red eyes like
blood, wings like sharp blades, Bats can
scream really, and I mean really, loud. A
bats scream can break glass and they
suck blood.
By Troy
Zac’s Musings
I’ve changed pages again this month,
thought I’d come and take a look at what
the old boy gets up to on a Thursday
afternoon when he goes off to school to
assist at Journalist Club, whatever that
is.
Looks like some of these youngsters
could teach him a thing or two, never

mind that he’s supposed to be teaching
them, they write quite well.
I’ve not heard the ‘H’ word mentioned at
home recently but as he seems to be
much
better now than he has been of late then
maybe a holiday somewhere is probably
back on the cards. Have to wait and see
I suppose.
So for now, in the words of ‘The
Editor’, that’s it for this month.
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AMBER’S ADVICE

There is nothing which we receive with
so much reluctance as advice.
(Joseph Addison)
TIGER’ TIP
Use a new tennis ball to wipe scuff
marks off tiles, vinyl, woodwork - even
painted walls.
It won’t harm the surface.
RED RECYCLING BAGS
Minster Parish Council now hold a
small stock of these for residents who
need them.

If you lose your red bag please contact
the Clerk on: 821 339 to arrange to
collect a replacement.
St Mary's Church, Minster
Guided Tours of the Church and
Tower
Most Saturdays at 12.00noon and
2.00pm
To ensure you don’t have a wasted
journey please call 07958 813 577
to confirm that tours are taking place on
the day of your intended visit
The church is normally open from 10am

to 3pm daily
For party tours outside of the normal
times please call the above number to
make a
booking
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Church News and Service Times (CW
= contemporary language BCP =
traditional language) The Catholic
Parish of
St Mary Magdalene Monkton
St Mary the Virgin, Minster

Ramsgate and Minster
Sunday Services in
Reverend Richard Braddy
JUNE
Reverend Marcus Holden
Tel: 821 250
7
10:15am Holy Communion (CW)
Sunday Services in
592 071

JUNE
ramsgateandminster@gmail.com
14 10.15am Holy Communion (BCP)
7
9.00am Holy Communion (BCP)
www.ramsgateandminster.com
21 10:15am United Holy Communion
10.30am Family Praise
Parish Office
with Methodists

6.30pm Sung Evensong
Saints Ethelbert & Gertrude Church
72 Hereson Road
28 10.15am Family Service
14
9.00am Holy Communion (BCP)
Ramsgate
10.30am Family Communion (CW)
Catholic Mass each Wednesday
‘Marching Orders!’ 21 9.00am Holy

Communion (BCP)
and Holy day of Obligation
10.30am Family Worship
at 12.00noon
Dear Friends,
in the Church of
As we sit here in preparing to write for
the June 28 9.00am Holy Communion
(BCP)
issue of Minster Matters, most of you
wil be aware

St Mary the Virgin, Minster
10.30am Family Communion (CW)
we wil soon be leaving this lovely vil
age for
and each Sunday at 10.00am
pastures new. The Salvation Army has
issued
Wednesday Mornings
in Minster Abbey
‘Marching Orders’ and appointed us to
Gravesend

at St Mary’s
Corps and Community, our final Sunday
here wil
10.30am Holy Communion (BCP)
For other Catholic Services please
be 28 June when we wil hope people
from this
community wil come and join us at 3pm.
We can
see the Minster Abbey entry below
Holy Communion at Home

honestly say we have enjoyed becoming
part of the
Minster Abbey
is available for anyone
vil age community over the last four
years.
who is unable to access
www.minsterabbeynuns.org
The Salvation Army has been active in
the
vil age for 129 years and it has been a
joy and

Minster or Monkton Church
privilege to join in activities with the
school, with
Telephone 821 250 or 822 428
The Abbey Chapel is open for
the Christians Together in Minster and
other
prayer throughout the day
Baptisms
Community events. We wil take away
many

memories that wil last for many years
and have
3 May at St Mary’s Minster
Lauds: 8.30am
made many friendships that wil also
remain with us
Bil ie Atkins (8 months)
Mass 9.00am
in the years that lie ahead.
Weddings
We would particularly like to thank the

Parish
Sunday 10.00am
Council for al their support, Minster
School for the
3 May at Minster
Mid Day Prayer 12.10pm
joy of the Lunch Clubs and Christmas
participation, Kate Humphreys & Peter
Mockeridge Vespers 6.00pm
Rev. Richard Braddy and St Mary’s
Church along
9 May at Monkton

with the Sisters of St Mildred’s Abbey
for the joy of
Donna Mansfield & Greg Parsons
Compline 7.50pm
sharing in Christian unity, throughout the
years we
(fol owed by Silent Prayer)
have been here and of course we thank
al those
Funerals at St Mary’s Minster
who are involved in any of the Salvation
Army

21 May at Minster Cemetery
Al our visitors, not only Christians
activities at the Corps and the
Community Shop.
Mrs Alice Ward
but people of al faiths and spiritual
Our successor, Major Trevor Green, wil
take up
Open Gardens Festival Service
tradition, al who ‘truly seek God’
his appointment on 16 July and we

commend him
to you. No doubt he wil introduce
himself to you
St Nicholas-at-Wade
(rule of St. Benedict) are warmly
as he settles here in Minster. We are sure
that he
Sunday 7 June at 9.15am
welcomed to join us in prayer,
wil feel as at home as you have al made
us feel.

Feast of Corpus Christi
May God bless you, and this vil age.
in our beautiful monastic chapel.
and Blessing of Gardens
Majors Bryn & Lyn Hargreaves
6.30pm Compline
For further details contact:
Minster Corps, The Salvation Army
Majors Bryn & Lyn Hargreaves
Church & Community Centre

01843 822 308 or 825 178
A Christian Church and a Registered
Charity No 214779
11 Tothil Street, Minster
& in Scotland SC009359
Weekly Activities
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday

9.30am Bumps & Babies
9.30am Parent & Toddlers
2.00pm Home League
9.15am Prayer Group
(Term time only)
(Term time only)
2.15pm Friendship Club
Sunday - 10.30am Family Worship
6.00pm Worship and Bible Study
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Contacting your District & County
Councillors
TDC Villages
District Councillor Bob Grove
Bob is available to speak to residents by
appointment.
Please ring 07711 774 262 or contact
him via the Parish Office on 821 339
cllr-bob.grove@thanet.gov.uk
District Councillor Derek Crow-Brown
Tel: 821 449
cllr-derek.crow-brown@thanet.gov.uk

District Councillor Ken Gregory Tel:
822 368 or 07850 233 359
cllr-ken.gregory@thanet.gov.uk
County
County Councillor Roger Latchford OBE
Tel: 01843 841 956 or email:
roger.latchford@kent.gov.uk
Contacting your MP: Sir Roger Gale
MP
Roger holds regular advice surgeries for
appointments and advice on urgent
problems: Tel: 01843 848 588 (a.m.
from l0.00) Fax: 01843 844 856 (24-

hour) Web:
www.rogergale.co.uk Email:
galerj@parliament.uk
Write:
HOUSE OF COMMONS, London,
SW1A 0AA
Thanks for listening - Your readers this
month were
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Musical interludes supplied courtesy of
Brenda Saker, Daryl Booth and Richard

Spendlove MBE

